
The Iowa Utilities Commission 
and Nuclear Regulation



Iowa Utilities Commission Key Roles

● The IUC primarily regulates the rates, safety, and service 
of utility companies.

● The IUC is also charged with issuing permits for various 
types of energy infrastructure projects under Iowa law.

● Decisions are based on evidence presented and on the 
law.

● IUC actions may be reviewed by the courts. 



IUC and Nuclear Jurisdiction

How would the IUC be involved in the regulation of nuclear 
generation in Iowa?
● Infrastructure permitting

○ Generator Certificate
○ Transmission Franchise

● Ratemaking (for investment by investor-owned utilities)
○ Advance Ratemaking
○ General Rate Case



IUC Contact Information

Iowa Utilities Commission
1375 E. Court Ave.

Des Moines, IA 50319-0069
Phone: 515-725-7300

Email: iuc@iuc.iowa.gov
Website: iuc.iowa.gov



Appendix



Generator Certificate Process Overview

● Governed by Iowa Code Chapter 476A
● A certificate is a grant of authority issued by the IUC.
● A certificate is defined as a certificate of public 

convenience, use and necessity. 
● An informational meeting is required by IUC rules at 

199 Iowa Administrative Code 24.7. 



Certificate Process Overview

● If a hearing is required, the IUC will set a procedural schedule and a 
hearing date. 

● Landowners who support or object to the project should file 
statements, testimony, evidence, and/or any other material that 
supports their position. 

● Any person having an interest in the proceeding may file with the IUC a 
petition to intervene, which the IUC may grant at its discretion.



Post-Hearing Procedures

● After the hearing, the IUC will review the evidence and 
issue an order determining whether the company has met 
the statutory requirements established in Iowa Code 
chapter 476A.

● If the company has met the requirements, the IUC will 
issue a certificate, which would allow the company to 
begin to construct the facility. 



476A Decision Criteria


